
Carolyn Heilbrun said that power consists in deciding which story shall be told.  
 
Well, tonight we heard a LOT of stories. but they’re really only one very big story told over a 
timeless arc.  And this is the night, the holiest night of the Christian year, in which we claim that 
one glorious story as our own.  
 
This story is about celebrating our God and what God has done.  
 
It’s a story about the One who moves creation from chaos to reconciliation with deep purpose 
and great love. 
 
About the One who releases people from bondage, the One who gives creation a second 
chance, who replaces stone hearts, who cleanses people in baptism and nourishes hungry 
people with the riches of his grace. 
 
We praise the One who leads us from darkness, into light, always going before us and awaiting 
us with open arms.  
 
We claim as our own the story of One who surprises us at the tomb.  
 
The gospel of Mark has a surprise ending. The women come to the tomb, don’t find Jesus, and 
they say nothing to anyone because they’re afraid. End of story. That’s where the gospel really 
ends. Over the years, various writers have tried to write better endings. One ending was found I 
your bulletin: they told Peter, they proclaimed east to west eternal salvation. That’s certainly a 
more spiritually satisfying way to end a gospel. Another ending has the new church imbued 
with crazy powers – like picking up snakes without being harmed, drinking poison without 
getting sick.  Nobody believes Mark wrote that – because it just doesn’t sound like anything in 
the rest of his gospel.  
 
Perhaps the gospel simply doesn’t have an ending. Because the good news is not just any good 
story, but lives I breathes as we do, because we are the living body of Christ in the world.  
 
The good news is continued in us. The story is in us. The story of light, and life, and love and 
hope, reconciliation, renewal, continues through us.  
 
So go. Go and tell. 
 
Don’t let the celebration of this good news end with you. Keep the story alive! 
 
 


